Honors 450: Senior Project

Clarion University of Pennsylvania

Catalogue Description: 

“A scholarly project of an interdisciplinary nature including the student’s major area of study.  A public presentation of the outcome of the project is required.  Required of students enrolled in the Honors Program.”  

Rationale

The curricular design of the Honors Program, approved in 1985, required 21 credits in general education.  The senior Honors Project is a culminating project of the curriculum and serves as the capstone experience.  This course is an opportunity to do scholarly research or a creative or professionally focused project.  It serves as an important aspect of a baccalaureate degree program, and provides a meaningful finish to a general education-oriented honors program.  It is a significant piece of undergraduate research, requiring close collaboration between the student and the faculty mentor. 

The senior project is equivalent to a standard three hours course.  The ideal project has three characteristics:

· Is the culmination of the undergraduate career and demonstrates the student’s major, minor, and/or areas of concentration.

· Involves significant independent research

· Has value to the student for professional enhancement 

Course Enrollment and Requirements:

1. Select a faculty mentor for the project during the student’s Junior Year.  This faculty mentor is typically within the academic department or discipline related to the student’s major.  The student should have a good working relationship with the faculty member.  Please consult the Honors Director prior to selection.

2. The student will write a proposal, including a tentative bibliography, during the Junior Seminar or at the latest a semester prior to enrolling in the course.  This proposal is submitted to the student’s faculty mentor for approval.  At that time, an Honors Council member will be assigned for the final project.  The faculty mentor and student should agree on written requirements for the project.

3. The approved project is submitted to the Honors Program Director for final approval.

4. Independent study forms should be signed and submitted with the Honors Program Prospectus Form.  The Honors Program office will then forward these documents to the Dean’s office.

5. All formal research must be submitted to the Institutional Review Board for approval prior to the research.

6. Each research prospectus should include 

· exhaustive review of the literature

· logical methodology 

· appropriate data analysis 

· discussion/summary.  

7. Faculty mentors will award grades based on a qualitative review of the written 

project.

Examples of all previous Honors projects can be obtained from the Honors Program Office.

When the project is completed, it is the student’s responsibility to make sure that it is put into the correct format.  The title (see next page), must be formatted correctly and signed by the faculty mentor, a faculty reviewer, and the Honors Program Director.  The completed, signed project is due in the Honors Program Office no later than the last day of classes in the semester in which the student presents the project.  The senior project is a unique opportunity for career development.

Formal Presentation:

Senior presentations are held each semester approximately 6 weeks prior to the end of the semester.  A rehearsal is held the evening prior to the presentation.   All students must present to the university community in order to successfully complete the Honors Program.  The Junior Seminar and Areté will organize and moderate the presentations. 
Your Presentation:

Your presentation should include the highlights of your research.  Your grade will be, in part, based on the effectiveness of your presentation.  Each student will have 10 minutes – this time limit is similar to scientific forums and will be strictly followed.  The highest quality audiovisual aids are required for presentations.  Powerpoint and various software are available in the Honors Program Office.  In addition, a scanner, digital camera, etc can be used for preparation.  Handouts can also be used and duplicated in the Honors Office if they are not more than 2 pages.

Practice, practice, practice!  Practice your presentation for friends and family.  The more practice, the more confidence you will have.  Expect “butterflies in your stomach” that night but remember, no one knows your project better than you! 

Attire:

Students, participating in the presentations or attending, are expected to dress professionally.  That means, no jeans, or sweatshirts.  

