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Workshop—Apr. 10". An introduction
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Workshop—May 10™. Promotion: Just
do it! Women Studies Center, 9am-3pm.

Informal meetings, Mar. 13, 27, Apr.
24. Michelle’s at 3:30pm.

Teaching students to care
~ SUZANNE BOYDEN (BIOLOGY)

WE H AVE been teaching
environmentd education for over 30
years, yet | don't feel like there has
been alarge shift in the attitudes or
lifestyle choices of many Americans.
How do weexplan this paradox? One
difficulty isthat teaching environmentad
topics through traditionad pedagogicd
techniques may not be adequate to
effect red change. While knowledge of
theissuesisimportant (see Teaching
Green) there may be even greater vdue
in teeching vaues. | believe that
teaching green requires usto be willing
to seriously engage sudentsin
discussions of ethics and environmental
values across the curriculum.

Research suggests that sudents who
grapple with environmentd vaues,
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problem-solving, or ethicsin multiple
disciplines—think case studies, group
problem-solving, or service activities—
are more likely to incorporate those
valuesinto their worldviewsthan those
only getting traditiond lectures or
science courses. As an ecologist who

asocia agenda This sentiment appears
to be changing, and many of usfeel
that it is our responsility to help our
sudents become mord and ethical
citizens. For those faculty dready
deding with ethics and vauesin their
courses on adaly basis, and who

teachesacoursein
environmental issues and
consgrvation, | can atest
to thefact that course
content alone has very
little to do with
environmentd ethics. |
can preach sugtanability
or present factson
climate change until I am

dready use
innovaive
pedagogies to
increase sudent
learning, it isa
short step to
teaching green. It
isamatter of
deciding that
environmental

blue in the face, but unless the students
care (in generd or aout the
environment), my lessons may have
little impact. Caring ssemsfrom our
persond vadues and morals, which are
much trickier to teach.

For many yearsthere seemed to be little
incentive to teach ethics and vauesin
the college classsroom. College
professors may shy away from directly
teaching ethics because welivein an
age and acountry where every opinion
is supposed to be worthwhile, and it is
considered politicaly incorrect to push
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ethicsare part of the discussion you are
willing to have. After dl, personad
environmenta responsibility and
sewadship is, increasingly, part of
being agood citizen. This may seem
like aradical idea, but how much better
off would our planet beif weall
consdered it our duty to teach
environmentd ethics acrossthe
curriculum, in the same way tha we
idedly teach gender or recid tolerance?
Theredity istha the biggest impact we
can have on the environment is not
through our transportation choices,
recycling, or light bulb purchases, the
biggest impact we can have isthrough
our students. !

Teaching green

~ JOHN ERNISSEE (AGES)

THERE’SBEEN alot of talk about how
: to “green” the curriculum, with

admirable suggegtions about individua
actionswe and our students might take

© to reduce our impact on the

environment. Thisingitution has made
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: Shde, herein Pennsylvania That

: Russahascondderable oil reserves,

. while Chinadoes not, will be amajor

: issuein US-Russia-Chinardations,

: especidly with regard to the mgor ail

: reserves of Iran. Thiscan and ought to
: bepart of any serious discussion of

: contemporary politics— locd, nationa
! orinternaiond.

: Resource extraction has dmost aways

: led to serious disruption of loca

: communities and cultures...weneed

= only think of the quest for gold and the
: exploitation of Native American

: territory. How do societies cope with

: the sudden influx of exploration and

: development in their home turf?

: Deforedtation isagood example, where
: indigenous tribes are threatened with

Myth: we have to save the earth.
Frankly, the earth doesn't need to be
saved. Naure doesn't give ahoot if
human beings are here or not.

The planet has survived cataclysmic
and catastrophic changes for million
upon millions of years. Over that
time, it iswidely believed, 99 percent
of dl species have come and gone
while the planet has remained. Saving
the environment is redly about saving
our environment - making it safe for
oursalves, our children, and the world
as we know it. If more people saw the
issue as one of saving themselves, we
would probably see incressed
motivation and commitment to
actudly do so. -Robert M. Lilienfeld
and William L. Rethje

suggestions and taken steps to mitigate
the ingtitutiond footprint on nature.
Yet, as ageoscientist with arather dire
view of what | persondly believe may
be alooming environmentd disaster, |
think our environmental awvareness
ought to be much greater. We need a
“greening” ACROSSthe curriculum.

For example, in the coursethat | am
now teaching (Basic Earth Science),
I've dready mentioned the digtribution
of severd vitd resources, and discussed
arecent article noting tha lithiumis
not abundant or widely distributed
(Boliviaisthe current primary source
for thiselement). Lithium ion batteries
are criticd to the development of less
polluting electric and hybrid cars. Two
of Jepan’slargest batery makersare
negotiaing with the Bolivian
government over accessto tha
country’s extremely vauable reserves.
Asthe term continues, | will bring
other resource issuesto the class and
discusstheir direct impact on my
sudents lives.

But | have it easy—geology has aways
been about resources. But what of
other departments and other courses?
Resource politics cannot be
ignored...witness the profound
concerns over accessto petroleum and
naturd gas...both nationdly and, with
the recent exploration of the Marcellus
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the extinction of their traditiona way of
life. This problem needsto be directly
connected to consumption in the
developed world. Anthropology and
sociology can ask serious questions
dong these lines, and such topics could
make excellent term paper subjects.

Planet earth istoo important to
leave only to scientidts.,

The humanities can aso contribute to a
“greening” effect...there are countless
term-paper topics tha can address
green concerns. For example, areview
of persona energy use might have an
enlightening effect (no pun intended)
on the student, while providing an
excdlent opportunity to learn about
writing. The rise of what iscalled
“stewardship” Chrigtianity might make
atopic in philosophy or comparative
religion courses. How have the various
religious traditions viewed the
environment...and how have these
viewsbeen changing in light of the
emerging environmenta crisis?

Rather obviously, economics has a
direct connection to thisissue, and
there have been effortsto ground
economic anadysis with the true
environmenta costs of resource
exploitation. Herman Day hasbeen an
important contributor to these issues.
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Environmentaly related discussions
ought to be part of the study of
economics and US business.

Thedismd stae of USscience literacy
has frequently been discussed in the
media The understanding of evolution
in the generd population, for example,
is gppdling. Alas, so dso isany genuine
undergtanding of how humansinteract
with and destroy our planet. The
sciences done cannot do enough to
change this, though clearly we can and
must do more. Smply increasing
science requirementsis not enough.
The ecology of being human on planet
earth istoo important to leave only to
cientists. Every area of the university
needsto think about addressing our
environmenta connectionsto this
planet — and soon. !

Optimizing our footprints
~MIGUEL T. OLIVAS-LUJAN (ADM.
o))

UNTIL VERY RECENTLY, leaving a
“footprint” has been avery postive
thing to do. To illustrate, the Oxford
English Dictionary quotes Playford
(1674), “Of which | do intend in this
my Discourse to leave some foot-
prints’ (S&:/ Mus. 1. xi. 38) and
Longfellow (1839), “Leave behind us
Foot-prints on the sands of time”
(Psalm of Life vii). In other words, when
thisterm was not used literdly—asin
“the footprintsin the snow led to the
door”—leaving afootprint has implied
leaving amark, alegacy, or apositive
impact. Preface this with the adjective
“Professond” and weend up with a
concept tha is quite desirable for any
knowledge worker, especidly in fields
like academia, tha strongly influence
fellow human beings-our sudents,
colleagues, externa customers, etc.

Leaving an intellectud or spiritud
footprint may be positive, but leaving a
physicd one can be a hegative thing.
“Building footprints’ describe the
amount of space astructure occupies,
and “ aeronauticd footprints’ describe
the environmentd disturbance (noise,



wind, etc.) that an aircraft generates
when it takes off or lands. More
recently, the sibling concepts of a
“carbon footprint,” an “ecologica
footprint” and a“human footprint” are
becoming increasingly popular to
describe the rate at which humans
consume resources and generae waste—
often faster that the earth can
sugtainably renew those resources. An
ecologica footprint isthe amount of
biologicdly productive land, —in acres
or hectares—required to sustainably
support the lifestyle of asingle human
being. Having alarge footprint in this
context is anything but postive: if
humans worldwide were to eat, drive,
and control our living environment the
way an average American does, we
would need between 1.5 and 5 times
our planet’sresources. Combine this
with our recent economic problems
worldwide, and | believeit istimeto
take individual action.

You might say, “Wadll, thereis not
much in my profession that will make a
srong impact on the environment. |
am dready recycling and saving energy
a home!” Congratulations But |
challenge you—and myself! — to identify
cregtive waysto lower our
environmenta footprint a home and
work. Could weprint our documents
on both sdes of the page or use the
back of used pages? What about
increasing our use of a* paperless
office” in administrative matters or
using the starsingtead of the elevaor?
Can weturn off computers, players,
lights, heaters, air conditioners, and
unplug chargers? Can welook for
energy-efficient appliances or keep our
current deviceslonger?Could wetry to
use more items made with recycled or
reused materias?

There isdso growing awarenessthat ar
travel isone of the worst things we can
do to the planet, and we, academics —
who frequently travel for conferences
or research—can be among the worst
culprits. According to our colleague,
ecologist Suzie Boyden, for every 10
hours spent on an airplanein agiven
year, we need ahdf hectare of the

Eath'slivable landmass to offset the
resources used. I n contradt, the average
ecologica footprint of acitizen in most
third world countriesislessthan a
sngle hectare. Giving up onetrip ayear
does more than avery sizable amount
of recycling!

| bdieveit istimeto take
individud action.

| trust you will be ableto find crestive
ways to reduce the negetive
environmenta impact of our
profession. | believe tha we can find
waysto leave alarge “ professiona
footprint” dong with aredly tiny
carbon footprint. !

Use The Nature Conservancy's carbon
footprint cdculator to measure your
impeact. The USaverage is 27 tons of

carbon dioxide per year. Wha's yours?
www.nature.org/ initiatives’ climatechangel calc
ulator/

Greening your courses

~Marilyn Harhai (Library Sci.)
WE ALL KNOW that being
environmentaly friendly isimportant
but today saving money while saving
the environment can be even more
vitd. Thislig of tipswill save on
printing but as an added bonus can
save you time and can keep you more
organized. These tipscan be used in
completely online classes and in face-
to-face classes.

1. Rather than providing print copies of
the syllabus to students, usethe
syllabusfeature in Blackboard. Find
the syllabus building element in
Blackboard under control pand,
syllabus. | use the portion of the
syllabus building tool cdled “lessons’
to add the parts of my syllabusthat
arethe same for al my courses:
academic honegty policy, University
Turnitin language, disability support
gaement and the like. | can export
the syllabusinto al my Blackboard
shells saving me time in adding these
edementsto each gyllabus. It is
important for class management that
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students have easy and continued
access to the syllabus. Building the
syllabusin Blackboard means that
your students dways know whereto
find it. It might even bring up that
score on the “asyllabus was
provided” question on the student
evauationd

2. Instead of having the students print
and turn in assignments, usethe
Turnitin Grademark feature to
submit assignments. You can use this
for face-to-face classes and online
classes. It isnot necessary to use the
plagiarism detection part of the
program (Turnitin) if you do not
need it. | only use the Grademark
part of the program. Grademark isan
online grading program. It dlowsyou
to make comments online, use
rubrics that you load, and you can
make short cutsfor often made
comments. The feaure requires no
uploading and downloading of
papers. The pgpers are sored online
and can be accessed from anywhere
viathe Web. No separate softwareis
needed. It isal web based. No
keeping track of piles of pgpersor
having the papers at home when you
find you have afew minutesto grade
a the office. Thisisaphenomend
way to accept, manage, and grade
assignments with no paper involved.

3. If you give quizzesin class consder
using the test feature in Blackboard.
You can save paper by not printing
quizzes. You could savein classtime
by having students take the quiz prior
to class. In addition, Blackboard will
score multiple choice and true/ false
guegtions you grading time. Students
can receive immediate feedback.

4. Use course reserve—either the paper
verson stored in thelibrary or online
course reserve. Encourage your
sudentsto read the materid in the
library or online and not to print out
or to copy the articles to save paper.

5. Give dternative types of assessments
using the blog or wiki featuresin
Blackboard. If you have your
students journa or write reflections,
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consder using the Blackboard blog
tool rather than apaper journd.
Sudents can create web pages using
the wiki tool which can serve asan
dternative to paper reports. This has
the added bonus of keeping these
assignments online so that you can
access them to grade them from
anywhere viathe web. !
Contact Marilyn Harhai a
mharha@clarion.edu if you are interested
in learning more about any of these waysto
go green.

It’s not easy being green
~Valerie A. Bennett (Biology)

ASMUCH As| am aproponent for
doing my part to reduce my impact on
our planet, | haveto agree with Kermit
the Frog: it’s not easy being green.
Within this issue are many suggestions
for how to bring more environmentdly
friendly practicesinto our teaching.
However, there are dso some
challenges and competing pressures
and valuesto consider. Here are some
cautions from my own experiences.

Although | have converted many of my
paper handouts and documentsfor
sudentsinto eectronic versions and
posted them on Blackboard (to save
sometrees), | have to wonder how
many more computers are eating up
power, and how much longer they are
running, so my students can view these
documents....or how many sudents
just print those documents anyway,
defeating the purpose of my green
efforts (but maybe shifting the printing
cost and environmentd guilt).

The internet dlowsusto provide our
sudents with awedth of information
and teaching aids, but isthe open
access to thisinformation aredity or an
illuson?We have an ever-expanding
collection of new technologica tools
for creating and posting audio, video,
etc. The document sizes and bandwidth
needed to access them seemsto grow
exponentidly as we get excited by the
teaching tools wecan create for and
provide to our students. However, keep
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in mind your student
population. Asmuch as
computer and internet access
have become an integra part
of our everyday lives as

The Poet’s Corner
Frozen

Splintering veins of frost crackle up my window,
Multiplying like bacteria under a microscope and

faculty, and something we :
tend to takefor granted, thisis :
not the case for some of our ~ :
gudents. Studentsfrom
lower-income families may

not own their own computers,
and may depend on campus
computer labs or their loca
public library at home for
computer access. I sit dways
gopropriate (or dlowed) to

listen to audio or video on a
computer in apublic space?

Western Pennsylvania may
gill have dia-up or no
internet access from home.
Once you pogt your teeching
technology on Blackboard,
whereit isavailable 24/ 7, ask yourself
isit truly accessible to #// sudents?

How many more computers are
egting up power, and how much
longer they are running?

Findly, | wonder about the toll being
green hastaken on me as ateacher.
Last year, | required dl writing
assignmentsfor one of my classesto be
submitted via Turnitin.com, and used
Grademark to evauate them... dl
100+ of them over the course of the
semeder. | was hot able to squeeze in
those few precious minutes of grading
while waiting for ameeting to begin, or
in the waiting room & the dentigt, or
anyplace else without computer or
internet access. After many hoursin
front of my computer, my shoulder,
neck, and back became apainful mess
of knots and muscle cramps. A year
and ahaf and many chiropractor visits
later, | am Hill suffering the physica
consequences of my desire to prectice a
new pedagogy, save paper and be
green. | was a0 left wondering
whether my students actualy logged
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Framing my fuzzy view in intricate patterns
That would rival stained-glass windows

Of ancient cathedrals.

There is nothing beyond but a stale and frigid grey
Shround pulled taut over the icy blades of grass, over the
Naked branches of trees, over the muddy sun.

My breath advances and recedes on the frozen glass

As I strain my eyes across the wasteland,

Seeking out one tiny morsel of beanty sunken deep
within

The dry, hollow fog of winter.

2 I put my palm to the glass, melting away a tiny portal,
Sudentsfrom rurd areas of and

© Then I see it, the world in a dazzling shimmer:
Flickering bolts of platinum light darting
From one icy facet to the next.

~ Trista Alexander (English, 2010)

back on to view my PAIN-gta&kingly
made comments ... nobody that
semester ever asked a single follow-up
guegtion or for clarification on my
comments. Thisyear | went back to
paper. | get better feedback on my
feedback when | can wach students
faces asthey flip through the pages of
their pgper as| hand it back....dripping
with the greex ink of my hand-written
comments.

Asabiologist, ateacher, and resident of
Planet Earth, | will continue to search
for ways to provide both ahigh qudity
and environmentdly friendly
educationd experience for my students.
Although it’'s not easy being green,

“.. A1 beautiful, and I think it's what 1
want to be.” (Kermit the Frog) !
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