Applying for Aid at Clarion University
Complete A FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) by May 1st each year.
Please file a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) before May 1st prior to each year your student will be enrolled in college to be considered for federal and state (Pennsylvania State grant/PHEAA) financial aid.  Federal aid includes PELL, SEOG, ACG, TEACH, and  SMART grants; Stafford, Perkins, and PLUS loans; and federal work study.  File the FAFSA electronically at www.fafsa.gov or call 1-800-433-3243 for a paper application.  Students who file electronically should apply for and use a personal identification number (PIN) to “sign” the FAFSA.  One parent whose information is used in the FAFSA should apply for and use a PIN to “sign” the FAFSA.  Students will also use their “PINs” to sign their applications (Master Promissory Note) for a federal student loan.
The Student should file a Federal Direct Loan application (MPN) after completing the FAFSA.

Students must have a current, valid FAFSA on file each year to receive a Federal Direct Loan.  In addition to filing the FAFSA, however, your student must apply for a Federal Direct Loan by completing an application called the Master Promissory Note. S/he will only complete an MPN once during her/his career at Clarion. Apply on-line here.
The Student should complete online entrance counseling before classes begin.

All students who apply for a Federal Direct Loan must complete online entrance counseling before Clarion can release loan funds to them.  Complete this on-line here.  

Keep copies of all FEDERAL INCOME TAXES and W-2’s each year your student is enrolled. 

The federal government picks one-third of all students who fill out a FAFSA for a process called “verification.”  Verification is an accuracy check. If your FAFSA is selected for verification, you will be asked to give the Office of Financial Aid copies of your and your student’s federal tax returns and W-2 statements.  Clarion University cannot release  financial aid until this process is complete, so it is important that you  maintain copies of these tax documents in a safe place in case you are asked for them.  
Respond to any and all inquiries from the PHEAA Grant program.

Pennsylvania residents (students) who file a FAFSA will receive, usually by email, a State Grant Status Notice. The State Grant Status Notice is a summary of your FAFSA information, plus 9 additional questions. Your student will not be considered for grant money from Pennsylvania’s state grant agency, PHEAA, until the State Grant Status Notice is complete. PHEAA may also contact you asking for other information, such as your and your student’s federal tax returns.      

Office of Financial Aid: 104 Egbert Hall. Open 8:30 a.m.- 5 p.m. Monday - Friday

Phone: 800-672-7171, option #2, or 814-393-2315. Visit us on-line at

www.clarion.edu/student/finaid.

