Special Circumstances
Did your financial circumstances change?

Please contact the Office of Financial Aid, 104 Egbert Hall, 1-800-672-7171, option #2, as soon as possible after completing your FAFSA to see if the change in your circumstance would result in additional financial aid.
A change in financial circumstances could include:

· Job loss, or layoff of ten weeks or longer
· Separation or divorce

· Death or permanent disability

· Retirement

· Extraordinary unreimbursed medical expenses
Follow this link to the Pennsylvania State Grant Special Circumstances forms
Do you think you should be considered for financial aid as an independent student?


For financial aid purposes, you must file as a dependent student and report information on both your, and your parent’s income and assets on the FAFSA, unless you:

· Are 24 years of age or older

· Are married

· Have one or more children and provide more than 51% of their support

· Are in graduate school 

· Are a veteran

· Are an orphan or ward of the court

· Have dependents other than children or spouse who live with you and who receive more than half of their support from you

· Are an emancipated minor 

· Are in legal guardianship

· Have been determined to be a homeless person
If you do not meet one of these exceptions, the federal and state financial aid providers consider you to be dependent on your parents, even if they do not claim you on their tax return.

`
If you think that you should be considered for federal financial aid as an independent student due to extraordinary circumstances, contact the Office of Financial Aid at 1-800-67-7171, option #2.
File an appeal to be considered independent

Pennsylvania State Grant appeal to be considered financial independent form

