Private/Alternative Loans
Finaid.org offers a thorough explanation of what to look for when shopping for loans.  The link below will take you to a listing of 10 student loan comparison sites.
http://www.finaid.org/loans/loancomparisonsites.phtml
For example, one of the comparison sites listed, The Greentree Gazette, provides a site where you can anonymously compare private (alternative) loans based on interest rates, special offers, and other features to find the best loan for you and your particular circumstances.  http://www.studentloanlistings.com  
