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The Office of International Programs encourages submissions of articles in any international endeavor by faculty and students. 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE… 

1. RISE IN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ENROLLMENT       2 

2. CLARION INTERNATIONA ASSOCIATION (CINTA) MEETING       2 

3. BLAKEMORE FREEMAN FELLOWSHIPS FOR ADVANCED STUDY OF ASIAN LANGUAGES       3 

4. CLARION UNIVERSITY STUDENTS PRESENT AT P.A.C.I.E.        3 

5. FRENCH IMMERSION COURSE TO BE OFFERED IN PRE-SUMMER SESSION 2009       4 

6. RE-ENTRY STUDENT MEETING       4 

7. STUDY ABROAD FAIR       4 

8. INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS SEMINAR WINTER 2005-2007       5 

9. ANNOUNCING 2007-2008 CLARION UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL SCHOLAR AWARDS       6         

10. FIELD SCHOOL IN CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY WILL TAKE STUDENTS TO ECUADOR       7 

11. TRAVEL TO ITALY AND GREECE IN 2008       7 

 

International  
Newsletter 
 
 
 

 The International Newsletter is published periodically by the Office of International Programs, 119 Becht Hall, and edited by Dr. Sandra Trejos (editor) 

and Dr. Ishmael Doku (co-editor). Articles within this publication reflect the philosophy of the Office of International Programs, and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of Clarion University of Pennsylvania. Clarion University is an affirmative action equal opportunity.

 

 Name  Country 

Oct 2007 | Volume 1. No. 3 
 

 Name  Country 
13. Kathryn Dorsey Belize 
14. Keith Thompson Belize 
15. Kelly Surgalski Belize 
16. Sean McFarland Scotland 
17. Nicholas Tutolo Belize 
18. Whitney Pardun England 
19. Rebekah Turner Belize 
20. Lee Stein France 
21. Jennifer Sunderland England 
22. Thomas Herrick Belize 
23. Mariel Van Hees France 
24. Jennifer Wimperis Chile 

 

 

 

April 2007 | Volume 1. No. 2 
 



 

2 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clarion University of Pennsylvania has an 

international student population of sixty four 

students. They belong to twenty eight different 

countries from all over the world. In Fall 2007, 

there has been an appreciable rise in the 

number of international students. Thirty two 

students enrolled this year, eight of whom are 

from a special student program called the 

NESA (Near East and South Asia).  
 

As of date, we have fifteen students from 

Africa ï 2 from Egypt, 2 from Ghana, 1 each 

from Kenya, Namibia, Tunisia and Uganda, 4 

from Nigeria, and 3 from Zimbabwe. We have 

one student from Kyrgyzstan, Central Asia. 

From East Asian countries viz. China, Japan 

and Vietnam we have seventeen students ï 

fifteen from China and 1 each from Japan and 

Vietnam. From South Asian nations we have 

thirteen students ï 8 from India, 4 from Nepal 

and 1 each from Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

From Russia, Euro-Asia, we have 1 student. 

We have four students from the Middle East ï 

1 each from Jordan, Lebanon, Oman and 

Yemen. There are 7 students from the 

Americas and the Caribbean ï 3 from Canada, 

2 from the Bahamas and 1 each from Antigua 

and Mexico. We have 5 students from Europe 

ï 4 from Germany and one from Norway.  
 

We welcome both old and new students and 

hope they enjoy their time in Clarion. 

 

 

 

New intern ational students enjoy at the bowling alley.  

RISE IN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
ENROLLMENT 

CLARION INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION (CINTA)  MEETING  
 

On September 21, 2007 the Clarion 

International Association, CINTA, 

organized a meeting to welcome the new 

international students and to provide an 

opportunity for new and returning 

international students to meet and interact 

with each other.  
 

During the same event the Vice President 

for CINTA was elected. Ali Usifoh from 

Nigeria won with the highest number of 

votes. Amrita Shinde from India was the 

other contesting candidate. Further, events 

like International Cultural Night Fall 2007, 

the Autumn Leaf Festival  fashion parade 

and the shopping trip to Grove City were 

discussed. The international students 

played games and enjoyed international 

food too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Jocelind Gant, Director of International 

Programs, Linda Heineman, Lynn Hepfl, 

and Dr. Sandra Trejos were also present 

during the occasion.  
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BLAKEMORE FREEMAN 
FELLOWSHIPS FOR ADVANCED 
STUDY OF ASIAN LANGUAGES 

The Blakemore Foundation, with the support 

of the Freeman Foundation awards grants 

each year for the advanced study of modern 

Chinese, Japanese, Korean and Southeast 

Asian languages.  The Foundation plans to 

make 20-25 grants available during the 

2008/2009 academic year.  Blakemore 

Freeman grants are designed for individuals 

successfully pursuing professional, academic 

or business careers that involve the regular 

use of an Asian language.  The fellowships 

cover tuition, related educational expenses, 

basic living costs and roundtrip transportation 

for a year of language study abroad.  

Eligibility:   An applicant should:  

Å  be pursuing an academic, professional or 

business career that involves the regular 

use of a modern Asian language 

Å  have a college undergraduate degree  

Å be able to devote oneself exclusively to 

the language study during the term of the 

grant ; grants are not intended for part-

time study or research  

Å  be at or near an advanced level in the 

language as defined in the Grant 

Guidelines  

Å  be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident  

Selection Criteria:  Applicants will be judged 

on having:  

Å  a focused, well-defined career objective 

involving Asia in which use of the 

language is an important factor  

Å  prior experience in the country or 

involvement or participation in activities 

related to the country  

 

 

 

 

Å  the potential to make a significant 

contribution to a field of study, or area of 

professional or business activity, in an 

Asian country  

Å  good academic, professional or business 

background, appropriate to the career 

program  

Deadline for Applications:   postmarked by 

30 December 2007.  GRANTS AWARDED:  late 

March 2008.  For application forms and 

further information on the grant programs, 

please visit:  www.blakemorefoundation.org.  

 

 

 

CLARION UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
PRESENT AT (P.A.C.I.E) 

Rozlynd Vares, Chelsea Crooks and Lindsay 

Banner each presented at the first Student 

Poster Presentation organized at the 

Pennsylvania Conference for International 

Education (P.A.C.I.E) last September 28th in 

Harrisburg. The students volunteered their time 

to share their international education 

experiences at Clarion University with the 

Conference attendees. Also attending the 

conference were Dr. Jocelind Gant, Director of 

International Programs and Dr. Sandra Trejos, 

Associate Professor of Economics.  

 

l-r: Chelsea Crooks, Lindsay Banner, Rozlynd Vares   

 

http://www.blakemorefoundation.org/
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FRENCH IMMERSION COURSE TO BE 

OFFERED DURING PRE-SUMMER 

SESSION 2009 

French 257, French Linguistic and Cultural 

Immersion, one component of which is a  

10-day trip to Paris, France, will be offered 

by Dr. Elisabeth Donato during Pre-Summer 

Session 2009.  This course will entail 

intensive course work (20 contact hours) 

devoted to French language and culture on 

the Clarion campus from Monday, May 4 to 

Friday, May 8, 2009.  On Monday, May 11, 

2009, students enrolled in this course will 

depart from the Pittsburgh International 

Airport for Paris, where they will stay until 

Friday, May 22.  During their stay in Paris, 

students will tour the most famous 

museums, tourist and historical sites located 

in the city, as well as Versailles.  Students 

will also be given the opportunity to travel to 

the D-Day landing sites located in 

Normandy, and to the Cathedral of 

Chartres.   

 

At this point in time, the anticipated cost of 

the trip to Paris component of this course is 

$1,750, which includes airfare and lodging 

(including breakfast.)  

 

Information about this course and trip to 

Paris will be available at the Study Abroad 

Fair to be held on Tuesday, October 23, at 

5:30 p.m. in Level A for the Carlson Library.  

An informational meeting about it will also 

be held on Tuesday, October 30 at 5:00 

p.m., in the Davis Hall Conference room. 

 

 

RE-ENTRY STUDENT MEETING 

Last October 2nd, students who have studied 

abroad met for a re-entry student meeting. The 

meeting, led by Mrs. Lynn Hepfl and Dr. 

Sandra Trejos, was intended to bring the 

students together and gather some feedback 

about their experiences. Students had the 

opportunity to fill out a survey, express interest 

in forming a Study Abroad Club, write an article 

about their international experience for the 

International Newsletter at Clarion, or present 

about their programs to prospective study 

abroad students. According to Dr. Trejos, ñThe 

students were excited to share some of their 

stories and willing to become active at 

promoting study abroad on campus.ò   

 
 

 

 

 

STUDY ABROAD FAIR 

The Study Abroad Fair at Clarion University 

took place October 23rd, at 5:30 p.m. in Level A 

of Carlson Library. Approximately 80 students 

attended.  

 

The event informed students and faculty of the 

application process, funding opportunities, and 

the different alternatives to study abroad 

through Clarion University. Different faculty 

members were at tables presenting on the 

programs they lead. Also, some of our affiliate 

representatives such as Global Amizade, 

Cultural Experiences Abroad (C.E.A.), and the 

Dublin Business School (D.B.S) and Dublin Arts 

School (D.A.S) were available to answer 

questions about their programs. The event was 

a success, thanks to all in attendance, faculty, 

staff and students. For information about study 

abroad contact the Office of International 

Programs in 119 Becht Hall. 

 

 

We are made wise not by the 
recollection of our past, but by 

the responsibility for our future. 
 

- George Bernard Shaw 
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Once in a lifetime memories, experiences, 

and bonds of friendship are what a student 

can expect to take home with them from the 

International Business Seminar.  This 

experience submerges students from 

different areas of the United States into an 

international business setting while touring 

several European countries over the course 

of several weeks.  Our trip included stops in 

London, Paris, Geneva, Heidelberg, and 

Amsterdam with visits to companies such as 

John Deere, Galeries Lafayette, Lloydôs of 

London, Daimler Chrysler, and Heineken 

International.  By leaving their familiar 

environment, students have the opportunity  

 

 

 

to let go of their predispositions to learn about 

cultural, social, and political differences through 

their own firsthand experiences.  The IBS 

academic program is structured as a 

combination of company visits with 

international executives, plant tours, and 

lectures.     

 

Although it sounds cliché, this trip has forever 

changed me as I owe some of the most 

memorable moments in my experience to this 

trip.  I cannot possibly share all of these 

experiences here, but I will touch on the most 

meaningful moments to me.  It has long been 

one of my dreams to visit the city of Paris to 

experience the language and culture that I fell 

in love with as a child.  I cannot possible 

articulate the feelings that I experienced during 

my time in Pariséthey are truly indescribable, 

but I will share that the first glance of the city 

on our tour bus caused tears to well in my 

eyes.   

 

The city, for me, was everything I had always 

dreamed of and so much more.  I was finally 

able to stand in front of the Eiffel Tower, to visit 

the Mus®e dôOrsay to see Impressionist art first 

hand, to eat crêpes on the street corner by 

Notre Dame, and to look out on the city from 

the top of the Arc de Triomphe.   

 

My only advice for those students who are 

considering embarking on this journey would 

be to throw your cautions to the wind.  The 

most worthwhile experiences that I have had 

so far in my life are the ones that I consider to 

have been the biggest risks, taking me outside 

of my comfort zone.  So take a chance and 

leave the familiar.  You may discover in the 

unknown experiences and people that will 

change your life.   

 

      - By Jessica Schohn 

 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
SEMINAR WINTER 2005/2006  
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The rapprochement of peoples is only possible when 

differences of culture and outlook are respected and 

appreciated rather than feared and condemned.ó 

ð Senator J. William Fulbright  

 

International Scholars Program 
 

The International Scholars Program offers 

competitive awards to full-time Clarion 

University undergraduates who plan to 

study abroad.  This scholarship is intended 

for students whose study abroad experience 

consists of taking courses, conducting a 

course-related field experience or research 

project.  The monetary award is intended to 

support travel, room and board, supplies or 

tuition for a program that qualifies for 

academic credit. 

 

Award recipients will be selected by a 

competitive process administered by the 

Scholarship Committee of the International  

 

 

Advisory Council.  All award recipients 

must give a presentation on their study 

abroad experience at the Undergraduate 

Research Conference held each Spring at 

Clarion University. If award recipients will 

be participating in their international 

experience during the spring semester, 

they must give their presentation at an 

alternative venue that must be approved by 

their faculty sponsor.   

 

Applications can be obtained in the Office 

of International Programs, 119 Becht Hall, 

in Dean Offices, or at the following website:  

www.clarion.edu/admin/academicaffairs  

(See Undergraduate Scholars Programs 

for instructions on how to apply). 

  

Submit application materials to  

Dr. Sandra Trejos, Office of International 

Programs, 119 Becht, by November 15, 

2007. 

 

Students selected in the fall semester to 

receive the International Scholar Awards 

will be notified by Friday, November 30, 

2007.  Students selected in the spring 

semester to receive the International 

Scholar Awards will be notified by Friday, 

April 25, 2008.  

 

ANNOUNCING  
2007-2008 CLARION UNIVERSITY 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOLAR AWARDS 
 

International Scholar Awards of up 
to $1,000 are available to full-time 
sophomore, junior and senior 
Clarion University students  
(Clarion &Venango campuses)  
with a minimum of 2.8 QPA 

http://www.clarion.edu/admin/academicaffairs
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Editor: Dr. Sandra Trejos | Co-editor: Dr. Ishmael Doku | Design & layout: Saurava Pradhan | The Advisory Council for International Education and 

Programs at Clarion University of Pennsylvania provides valuable feedback to this Internat ional Newsletter. 
 

 

For more information: 
 

Office of International Programs |Clarion University of Pennsylvania 
 840 Wood Street , Clarion, 16214, PA | Ph: 814 393 2340 | Fax: 814 393 2341 

 

* Faculty members are invited to send description of their programs abroad to be announced in this section . *  

FIELD SCHOOL IN CULTURAL 
ANTHROPOLOGY WILL TAKE STUDENTS 
TO ECUADOR 
 
In the summer of 2008, a Clarion University 

course will take a group of students to Ecuador 

for a three week cultural immersion and 

research program. Anthropology 425: Field 

School in Cultural Anthropology, will be offered 

during the Summer I session. During this three 

week expedition, students will live with local 

families as they learn about indigenous 

Ecuadorian cultures. They will spend the first 

week and a half living in a mountain village, 

studying local agriculture and craft production 

and traditional religion. They will then travel by 

canoe into the Amazon basin, and spend the 

second half of the course in a small village 

focusing on indigenous rights and ethnobotany.  

Students will learn about the local cultures and 

will work on research projects that will have 

benefits for both the local community and their 

own personal and academic development.  

 

 

 

 

The course includes research methods in 

cultural anthropology, the study of the local 

cultures, and student participation in field 

research. 
 

This intensive course is taught by Dr. Laurie 

Occhipinti, who took students on a similar trip 

in 2005. Students gained invaluable first-hand 

experience in ethnographic research in a 

closely supervised setting. An ethnographic 

field school allows undergraduates from a 

range of majors to engage in the process of 

anthropological fieldwork, develop their own 

research skills, and have in-depth, first-hand 

experience of another culture. The field school 

offers exciting challenges and opportunities, 

allowing students to understand another 

culture from a unique perspective that 

combines research and study with an intense 

hands-on experience.  
 

For more information about the course, please 

contact Dr. Occhipinti at 

locchipinti@clarion.edu or 393-2548. 

 

 

TRAVEL TO ITALY AND GREECE IN 
2008! MAY 22-JUNE 3, 2008 

 
Tour offered in conjunction with English 361:  

English Study Off-Campus:  A Taste of Italy and 

Greece in Folklore and Literature, Spring 2008 * 
 

In Italy, weôll visit Rome, the Isle of Capri, 

Sorrento, Pompeii, and Brindisi, with an optional 

trip to Florence.  Then weôll take an overnight 

ferry to Greece where weôll visit Patras, Delphi, 

and Athens before embarking on a 3-day cruise 

of the Greek islands Mykonos, Rhodes, Patmos, 

and Kusadasi. 
 

Cost of tour: 
Under 23: $2823 (+ $95 for day trip to Florence) 

23 & older: $3393 (+ $95 for day trip to Florence) 

 

 

 

 

(Price includes roundtrip airfare from 

Pittsburgh International Airport, all hotel and 

cruise accommodations, breakfasts and 

dinners, services of a full-time bilingual tour 

director, ground transportation, and entrance 

fees to all included sites.) Price is valid until 

October 1, 2007. 
 

Tour is open to all members of the University 

community, their families, and friends. 
 

*Full-time Clarion University students:  To 

earn 3 college credits at no additional cost, 

register for ENG 361, Spring 2008. 
 

For applications, itineraries, and more 

information contact: Dr. MacDaniel, English 

Dept., 210D Davis, 393-2159, 

emacdaniel@clarion.edu.   

 

 

mailto:locchipinti@clarion.edu

