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CLARION STUDENT GOES TO ITALY 

After first hearing about the 

opportunity available to college students to 

study abroad I was immediately interested.  

The chance to go to almost any country for a 

semester, year, or even a few months in the 

summer is something I would urge any 

student to take advantage of.  Without even 

looking at all of my different location options I 

already knew I wanted to go to school in Italy.  

I am Italian in origin with family still residing in 

some parts.  When I made the decision to 

study abroad there were lots of obstacles I 

had to overcome to make it happen, I had 

many doubts and thought the process was 

going to be way too stressful.  The paperwork 

to apply was rather simple and after getting 

accepted to a program the rest of it falls into 

place.  There are deadlines given to you 

months in advance for things such as housing 

applications, class selections, and payments.  

I chose to go to Italy through the program 

CEA, Cultural Experiences Abroad.  With this 

program I was not paying Clarion University 

tuition, like with the ISEP program, so I 

thought affording this trip was out of the 

question.  I ended up taking out a loan for the 

trip just like I would have for the semester at 

Clarion.  Although the loan amount was much 

higher, I knew that I wanted to study abroad 

and taking out this loan would be 100% worth 

it.  My university was in Rome, Italy but I 

spent my money traveling the country.  I went 

as far North as Venice and as far South as 

Palermo, Sicily.  I had the opportunity to ride 

on a real gondola and eat the freshest 

seafood I have ever had.  I saw the Pope and 

heard him speak in ten different languages 

and I toured ancient castles and beautiful 

 

 

villas.  I can say that I have traveled all of Italy 

and been inside places such as the 

Colosseum, Pantheon, The Duomo, The 

Vatican and thrown coins in the Trevi 

Fountain.  I went to a European soccer match 

and sat with crazy Italians in the stands, 

listening to their chants and watching flags 

and flares fly around in the seats.  I 

experienced first hand the way in which 

another culture sleeps, eats, dresses, talks 

and lives life on a daily basis.  Studying 

abroad truly is a once in a lifetime experience, 

I will never regret the money and time I spent 

abroad and only wish I could do it all over 

again.  I came home from Italy a changed 

person, more mature, independent, 

knowledgeable and even appreciative of the 

country that I live in. I would encourage every 

student to go abroad and experience all of the 

amazing things that I did in the spring of 

2008. 

          By Julianna Stanziano 

 
 

 

 

 



 

  Terms  

All submissions will be considered for 

publication by Abroad View and NAFSA: 

Association of International Educators. The 

essays will become the property of NAFSA: 

Association of International Educators and 

Abroad View magazine for the purpose of 

exclusive copyright in the education industry. 

The winner will be awarded a cash prize of 

$150 and an STA Travel voucher worth $300.  

Eligibility 

The Student Diplomat Essay Competition is 

open to all U.S. citizens and legal permanent 

residents who have had an undergraduate 

study abroad experience, whether they are 

currently enrolled through an accredited 

college or university or have studied abroad 

since spring of 2004. 

Guidelines 

Essays should be a minimum of 1,000 words 

and no more than 1,500 words.  

 

All essays must include the following to be 

considered: 

1. Full name; 

2. Complete contact information 

including e-mail address; 

3. home school; and 

4. date and location of study abroad 

experience 

Please e-mail your essay to 

studentdiplomat[at]nafsa.org.  

For questions and further information, 

please E-mail 

studentdiplomat[at]nafsa.org.  

 

    

 
 

              

 
 

KNOWING NAFSA 
 

http://www.nafsa.org/public_policy.sec/study_ab

road_2/student_diplomat_essay 

   
Student Diplomat Essay Competition 

NAFSA: Association of International Educators 

and Abroad View, the global education 

magazine for students, are hosting an essay 

contest for your chance to become the next 

Student Diplomat.  You are invited to submit a 

compelling story that articulates how your 

undergraduate international experience(s) has 

helped meet the United Statesô need to 

understand global situations and compete in the 

global arena. Please address one of the 

questions below in your essay.   

Essay Questions 

Entrants are required to address one of the 

following questions:  

1. Shaping Your Identity 

How has your study abroad experience 

informed the way you view yourself as an 

American and as a global citizen?  

2. Foreign Policy 

Based on your experience overseas, how do 

you think study abroad promotes mutual 

understanding with other countries and 

cultures to advance U.S. foreign policy?  

3. Countering Anti-Americanism Abroad 

How did your experiences and interactions 

studying abroad further cross-cultural 

understanding between your host country and 

the United States, or perhaps correct a 

misperception within your host country about 

the United States and/ or Americans? 

Deadline The deadline for entries is November 

14, 2008.  
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Chinese Philosophy 

Philosophy has had a tremendous effect on 

Chinese civilization. Like Western philosophy, 

Chinese philosophy covers a broad and complex 

range of thought. Some philosophy has 

influenced Chinese culture, and the following 

websites might be interested for an overview. 

Chuang Tzu 

http://www.chebucto.ns.ca/Philosophy/Taichi/c

huang.html 

Confucius (multiple languages available on this 

site) 

http://www.confucius.org/main01.htm 

Daoism 

http://www.iep.utm.edu/d/daoism.htm 

 Maoism 

http://www.ibiblio.org/chinesehistory/contents/02c

ul/c04s07.html 

 Legalism 

http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/chinese_legalism.ht

ml 

                               

                                 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLARION STUDENT PRESENTED TWO 

PAPERS IN 2008 MIDWEST DECISION 

SCIENCES INSTITUTE CONFERENCE IN 

ERIC

 

Miss Yifan Zhao, an international 

student from China, presented two papers at 

2008 Midwest Decision Sciences Institute 

Conference in Eric, April 17-19, 2008. The 

first paper (coauthored with Dr. Rod 

Raehsler) ñA Continuing Divide in the Midst of 

Prosperity: An Analysis of Structural Break in 

the Gini Gapò, discusses a rising 

phenomenon of income inequality. The 

second paper ñA Production Order Quantity 

with Economies of Scaleò coauthored with Dr. 

Chin Yang, introduces economies of scale 

into the famed production order quantity 

model. Her paper on dynamic Phillips Curve 

is also accepted for presentation by 

Northeastern Association of Business, 

Economics and Technology in State College, 

at Penn State University. Another paper titled 

ñAn Entropy Maximization Transportation 

Model of the US Coal Marketò Coauthored 

with Prof. Chin Yang is accepted for 

presentation at National Decision Science 

Institute conference in Baltimore (November 

22-25, 2008). 
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 CLARION INTERNATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION (CINTA) MEETING 

  

On September 19, 2008 the Clarion 

International Association, CINTA, organized a 

meeting to welcome the new international 

students and to provide an opportunity for 

new and returning international students to 

meet and interact with each other.  

Events such as International Cultural Night 

Fall 2008, the Autumn Leaf Festival fashion 

parade and the shopping trip to Grove City 

were discussed. The international students 

played games and enjoyed international food 

together.  

Also present during the occasion were Dr. 

Jocelind Gant, Assistant Vice President for 

International Programs, Linda Heineman, 

International Student Advisor, and Faculty 

members Dr. Gustavo Barboza, Dr. Miguel 

Olivas, Dr. Joanne Washington and Dr. 

Sandra Trejos.   

 
 

 

 

RISE IN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 

ENROLLMENT 

 

      New international students enjoy activity at the bowling alley.  

       This year approximately 40 new 

international students enrolled at Clarion 

University. They are here through many 

different programs including NESA, ISEP, 

transfer students, exchange programs and 

degree-seeking full time international 

students. New students come from the 

following countries: China, India, Jordan, 

Libya, Oman, Uruguay, Sweden, Australia, 

Pakistan, France, Morocco, Tunisia, Sri 

Lanka, Germany, Korea, Nepal, France and 

Algeria. 

- Amrita Shinde  

 

  International Students play intramural soccer  

 
 

 

 

 


