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Combining Objectives
for International Trips

OR

“How t o

On March 20, | visited one of Clarion’s newest
academic partners, ESDES, the “School of
Higher Studies in Commerce and
Management” af the Catholic University of
Lyon (France). | gave two talks to student-
filled classrooms —strategically selected by our
local partners to maximize the probability of
increasing interest in Clarion--, conversed with
several colleagues with both academic and
administrative responsibilities, and left
recruitment materials to attend Clarion’s
programs within and outside the scope of our
exchange agreement (e.g., direct-enrollment
and distance-education programs, both at
the graduate and undergraduate levels).

In the words of Ms. B. Russell, the International
Development Officer who coordinated my
visit, “ESDES students [have been] reassured
by your presentation about choosing Clarion
as their study abroad destination” (email sent
3/25/2008). During my visit, | observed that, to
some of their students, a rural destination like
Clarion might be less appealing than a large
metropolis such as New York, Chicago,
Boston, or Los Angeles. As | interacted with
students, | stressed the point that small towns
like Clarion actually provide a most desirable
destination as the environment is very
conducive for the main purpose of most
“study abroad” trips —that is, studyl—in
addition to being much less expensive than
large cities like the ones mentioned above.

Luckily, I had in one of my classes at Clarion
four of the five exchange students that came
during this semester, and | —as well as some of
the students that attended my talk—, knew
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that they have been taking full advantage of
Clarion’s strategic location by visiting some of
the North-Eastern cities during weekend trips,
instead of paying much more money in living
expenses and being exposed on a daily basis
to the troubles that large cities present (e.g.,
traffic, pollution, higher crime rates, time and
money spent commuting, etc.). | also stressed
the fact that small, rural communities like
Clarion also offer the opportunities to interact
with “real America” and enjoy the beautiful
outdoors that have been showcased in a
variety of outlets. Lastly, while one of my talks
to ESDES students was about Clarion, the
other was about my research; in this way, |
also offered an opportunity to “sample”
original research packaged in a class format,
a feature that distinguishes Clarion from non-
accredited programs that are also offered as
choices for their exchange semesters.




My trip to Lyon this past March really began
as an invitation to present my research in a
conference in Paris. A colleague who works
for a school of business in the “City of Light”
had told me last year that her school would
host a research seminar on Gender and
Enfrepreneurship.

A few months earlier, my co-authors and |
had published Successful Women of the
Americas (Elgar, 2006) and received a couple
of high-visibility distinctions (a blind-review
committee from the Brazilian Ministry of
Education gave the book perfect scores for
an edited, scholarly book and Choice, a
publication of the American Library
Association rated it as Highly
Recommended). In consequence, they were
inferested enough in having one of us speak
at the seminar that they were willing fo pay
for fransportation expenses. This is a very
unusual gesture, as the typical academic
conference in business is sponsored by the
aftendants’ institutions —and | had already
spent my fravel budget for the fiscal year. In
short, | did not have sufficient resources to
participate.

Trying not to miss this opportunity to present
my work to researchers from different, well-
known European institutions, | spoke with
various colleagues here at Clarion, who,
generdlly speaking, commiserated with me
about the scarcity of resources we have.
Fortunately, some of them suggested that |
might be able to offer the university valuable
administrative, promotional, and even
“diplomatic” services that could help me fund
this frip ...and thatis where 1+1 actually
became 3!

Upon my return to Clarion, | had made two
academic presentations in France (which
count not only for my vita but also for my
department and my College’s accreditation
records), talked to administrators in two
schools of business (hopefully clarifying
questions to enable smoother and more

frequent student and other academic
exchanges), and to a few dozen students for
whom Clarion will have a stronger “share of
mind.”

| also placed promotional materials for our
academic programs in two well-recognized
European schools (an action that, in the long
run, might help us increase not just the
number but also the geographic diversity of
our student body), and lastly, was able to
present my research, learn from that of fellow
researchers, and seized an opportunity that
individually would simply not have
happened. All of this was made possible
thanks to the partial financial support offered
by my colleagues at Advancia-Négocia (in
Paris), by the College of Business
Administration, by the Office of International
Programs, and by the Office of Graduate
Studies (at Clarion).

Of course, | spent more time fraveling,
preparing, negoftiating, delivering, and now
reporting this trip than if | simply had traveled
fo advance my research agendal There is
no doubt that there were several additional
costs for me —and probably for the institutions
involved—by increasing the scope of my frip.
But | feel that these costs were marginal, and
the accrued and potential benefits seem to
greatly outweigh them. Overall, | am
thankful for this experience and hope this
arficle offers some useful ideas on how to
combine objectives for international trips;
perhaps in the future others will tell us how to
furn “1+1 info 4"

- Miguel R. Olivas-Lujan, Ph.D.

Background note: Dr. Miguel R. Olivas-Lujdn is
Professor of Administrative Sciences at
Clarion University of Pennsylvania, an AACSB-
International accredited school. Most of his
MBA and undergraduate courses and
research include international business
content.
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CALL FOR 2008

PaCIE CONFERENCE PRESENTERS

Panels/presenters are needed for PaCIE's 2008
Conference scheduled for October 3-4 at the
Nittany Lion Inn on the Penn State main
campus. Based on the conference theme,
Building Global Competency, suggested topics
for presentations include:

Defining global competency

Preparing primary and secondary students
for a global society

Ethics in education abroad

Using technology to promote international
education

Financial impact of international students on
state and local economies

The importance of languages K-20

Best practices in education abroad

Best practices in serving infernational
students

Best practices in building infernational
partnerships

Please submit proposals for panels or posters by
MAY 15 to conference co-chairs:

Janet Haner, public affairs coordinator, Penn
State International Programs, at jah3@psu.edu

Galen Godbey, associate to the president
for globalization, DeSales University at
Galen.Godbey@DeSales.Edu

Include information on presentation title;
names and confract information for
presenter(s) or panelist(s), and a short
descripfion of content.

CALL FOR 2008 PaCIE POSTER PRESENTERS
There will also be a Friday afternoon Poster
Session. Posters on any facet of infernational
education are welcomed. Student posters
are particulardy encouraged.

Please submit proposals for posters by MAY
15 to poster session chair:

Kati Csoman, assistant dean, Juniata
College Center for International Education
at csomank@juniata.edu

Include information on panel or poster title,
names and contract information for
presenter(s), and a short description of
content.

girls.

LORI SABATOSE SELECTED
TO COACH INTERNATIONALLY

Lori Sabatose was selected to coach internationally last
Summer in Rome, ltaly for the European Maccabi Games in
which the USA team won Silver and Bronze medals. She was
the head coach for men’s, women's and junior boys and

Last December/January she was the assistant tennis coach
for the juniors at the Pan-Am Macabi USA Sports for
Israel. USA won gold, silver, and bronze medals for singles
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INTERNATIONAL CU GRADUATES
Start NYC Consultina Firm

What does it take fo start a consulting
business? Where do you get the funds, legal
protection , advice and experience that are
essential for starting a businesse These
questions were only a few among the ones
that Wa'el Shannak of Jordan, Silvia Schoen
of Germany and Aneer Shrestha of Nepal,
three graduates of the CU MBA program,
faced when founding their own firm:
Shannaks Business Consulting, NYC.

SBC is a for-profit organization that also
engages in community service activities. The
company offers services for both start-up
businesses and existing companies that want
to strengthen and develop their activities.
The services offered include Business Startup
Packages, Business Development Packages,
Website Building and Development,
Marketing Consultations, Security System
Evaluations and Employee Efficiency
Analysis. The company is currently working
with a New York client seeking business
development, SWOT analysis and
recommendations, online expansion and
long-term strategic business planning.

SBC has special packages for young
entrepreneurs at a reasonable price.

The three founders are among Clarion'’s elite:
Silvia Schoen was awarded Outstanding MBA
Graduate, Wa'el Shannak and Aneer
Shrestha are both members of Beta Gamma
Sigma. They have a proven frack record of
excellence in the business field, having
worked in finance, accounting, market
research, consulting, IT services, and other
areas. In addition, combined they speak six
languages fluently - English, German, Nepali,
Arabic, Hindi, Spanish - and have advanced
knowledge of Kiswahili, French and Burmese.
They have lived, worked and studied in Asia,
Europe, Africa and the US, gaining valuable
knowledge about different cultures and
consumer behavior. These diverse
experiences give them a big advantage
compared to other consulting businesses
because they are able to tailor their services
fo your needs and find that missing piece
that you need to become successful!

Contact Deitails:

Call their customer service at 646-287-5296 or
write an email fo contact@shannaks.com.
You are also invited to have a look at their
great website at www.shannaks.com

- Saurava Pradhan
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ROTARY FOUNDATION
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

The Rotary Foundation announces a call for
applications for the 2009-11 Rotary World
Peace Fellowships (RWPF) and January and
June 2009 Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies
(RPCS) Program sessions. The deadline for
completed applications fo be submitted to
The Rotary Foundation for these sessions is

1 July 2008.

Program Synopses

The Rotary Centers for International Studies
program offers fellowships for master’s
degree study fields related to peace and
conflict resolution. Beyond academics,
Rotary World Peace Fellows also gain
practical skills in conflict resolution
appropriate to their individual careers.

Up to 60 Rotary World Peace Fellows each
year enroll in the six Rotary Centers based at
leading universities in five countries:
International Christian University, Japan;
Universidad del Salvador, Argenting;
University of Bradford, United Kingdom;
University of Queensland, Australia; University
of California-Berkeley, Calif., U.S.A., and Duke
University and University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, N.C.

The Rotary Peace and Conflict Studies
Program is a professional development
program held in Bangkok, Thailand,

through which up to 30 participants
embark on three months of intensive study
instructed by some of the leading
specidlists in the peace and conflict
resolution fields. The specialized curriculum
has been crafted to capitalize on the
experience of both participants and
lecturers while balancing theoretical and
practical learning.

Ideal for busy professionals, the customized
program helps promising leaders expand
their global outlook, strengthen their
negotiation skills, and ultimately make a
positive impact on future peace and
conflict resolution efforts worldwide.

Promotional Materials

Please feel free to use this announcement
fo advertise Rotary's peace programs and
recruit applicants. We appreciate your
help and support as we frain leaders to
build peace.

For More Information

Please contact Laura Tell, Rotary Centers
Program Assistant, at +1-847-866-3307 with
any questions or for more

information. Program materials and
participant profiles can be downloaded at
the links above or www.rotary.org.
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Want to Study Adroad?

think ISEP

Why do people cross thousands of miles to
new lands? What is the charm of leaving
home and finding new people and places?
What were Vasco da Gama and Marco
Polo searching for in India and China? They
had their mofives: exploration and frade.
Why do people fravel now?2 Again, it is for
exploration, frade, education and many
other reasons. Nowadays, getting education
in a new country provides students with the
thrill of new experiences and learning. Just
imagine studying archaeology in the Incan
ruins of Peru, art in Florence, physics in
Germany. Picture the awe at seeing a new
kind of flower, joy af tasting a new fruit,
excitement at seeing the Himalayan range
or the difficulty at communicating with
people who don’t speak any other language
than their native one.

In an effort to give American students the
multicultural experience, Clarion University
has been associated with the International
Student Exchange Program (ISEP) since 1985.
Itis a network of 245 higher education
institutions located throughout the United
States and 35 other countries in Africa, Asiq,
Europe, Latin America, North America and
the South Pacific. ISEP has made study
abroad possible since 1979.

If a student is accepted in an ISEP program
then the student will attend in lectures,
participate in class discussions, and do the
same academic work as the resident student
of that country. S/he will experience the daily
life in the host country. S/he will learn how
people from other cultures approach
problems and issues and how they prepare

themselves for a future among many other
thinAc

Matt Kossik, a Spanish major from Clarion
University who went to Argentina in a study
abroad program, shares his experience in the
International Newsletter Vol.1 Issue 1, 2007.
He wrote, “The courses that | took at the
University of Belgrano were Linguistics, Latin
American Literature | and ll, Advanced
Spanish B, Latin American History, and an
Economic Globalization class. All of these
classes helped me to prepare for my future
career goals. For example, in Latin American
history | was able to understand with greater
clarity the Latin American mindset and
compare it to its United States counterpart. In
addition, I learned a great deal about the
different forms of economic integration and
the different economic opportunities that
await the Central and South American
regions in the future. Everything that | learned
opened my eyes to the wide array of cultures
and societies that are gravely
underappreciated in our country.”

It's not only the American students who gain
experience and widen their horizon but also
the international exchange students become
part of the American universities and
community. Johanna Schmitt, an exchange
student from Bamburg University, Germany,
studied English and Geography. “The reason |
came to study in the USA is to improve my
English since | am an English major. Once |
graduate | want to be a teacher.” In terms of
personal growth and learning, Johanna
adds, “During my stay here | learned that, in
general, Americans are very open-minded
and friendly. Their opinions on issues are
stfrong and extreme and very few opt for the
middle way. They rarely hesitate to say what
they think.”




* Faculty members are invited to send description of their programs abroad to be announced in this section. *

The ISEP program offers either academic
year programs, semester programs or spring
programs. Since the seats fill up fast,
students are encouraged to start planning
in their freshman year. The Office of
International Programs offers support to all
students interested in studying abroad.

When a new student learnt about ISEP at
the Study Abroad Fair at Clarion University,
he was excited. "I did not know about the
ISEP program until now,” he said. “I am
excited and want to know the kind of
programs ISEP has to offer and the countries
with which it exchanges students. It would
be great to expand my horizons and
discover new things. | have never been to
any country that does not speak English as
its first language. It would be exciting to go
to one.”

Some want to go to a country that does not
speak English as a first language and some
come to the USA to improve English. Every
student has a different goal in life; however,
one thing is common between them: all
want to enrich their life experience by
studying abroad. Johanna is happy that
she came to Clarion as an exchange
student. She says, “Speaking English all the
time has certainly improved my language
skill.... After living here for about a year, |

have come to see the subtle difference
between American and German culture,
which otherwise | would have missed, for
example the difference in the choice of
drinks; their brands; food habits; their
position on issues and their problem solving
techniques. Even the education system is
different though both countries stress on
quality education. | am happy that | came
here. | highly recommend students to
parficipate in an exchange program at
least once in their student life.”

Depending on the nature of programs
stfudents leave for a semester or a year
under the exchange programs. “About
twenty students left for various countries
the last summer and fall semesters,” said
Lynn Hepfl, ISEP Coordinator. Therefore,
students seeking detailed information and
advice about study abroad programs are
encouraged to contact the following
persons:

Dr. Sandra Trejos
322 Still Hall. Tel: 814-393-2620

Lynn Hepfl
Office of International Programs

119 Becht Hall. Tel: 814 393 2340

- Saurava Pradhan

CULTUREFROM ACROSS THEEASCONTINUEDR

Sandy Chen, Serials and Electronic Resources librarian infroduces a series of Chinese
Language and Culture Websites. The following is the third website in her series. Refer to
our Vol.2. No.T, 2008 issue for the first and the second in series.

China Through a Lens (27 lessons w/sound files): http://www.china.org.cn/e-learning/1.htm



http://www.china.org.cn/e-learning/1.htm

CLARION hosts

International Students through
GEORGETOWKSREEMENT

Some of the students from the NESA agreement pose with Lynn Hepfl (back row, third from left), Dr. David
Gifford (back row fourth from left), and Dr. Jocelind Gant (back row fifth from left).

The scope of international students attending
Clarion University changed during the 2007-
08 university year thanks to a partnership with
Georgetown University, Washington, D.C.
and the U.S. Department of State.

“Last summer Georgetown contacted
Clarion about its interest in participating in
the Near East and South Asian
Undergraduate Exchange (NESA) program,”
explained Dr. Jocelind Gant, assistant to the
president for social equity and director of
international programs. “Georgetown had
placed Panamanian students at Clarion prior
to 1998 and wanted to continue the
cooperation.”

The U.S. Department of State is the
sponsoring agency of the Near East and

South Asia Undergraduate Exchange
Program that is administered by
Georgetown University's Center for
Intercultural Education and Development.
The NESA program offers full scholarships to
outstanding students from the Near East
and South Asia for one semester or one
academic year of non-degree
undergraduate study in the United States
at accredited two- and four-year
institutions. For the 2007- 08 academic year,
approximately 150 students participate at
15 U.S. institutions of higher education.

Based on Georgetown'’s interest in
collaborating with Clarion University, Gant
followed up with a letter to Georgetown in
which Clarion agreed to accept and meet
the institutional responsibilities of the NESA




Program. Some of these responsibilities
include:

Identifying a mentor to the students, collect
proper documentation, provide housing on
campus, pair each participant with an

American student, provide a comprehensive
meal plan with provisions for religious specific

or other dietary needs, administer the

allocation of participant allowances, provide
a comprehensive campus orientation, assign
an academic advisor, enroll participants in a

full-time course of study supporting their
declared field of study including one course
per semesterin U.S. studies, provide tutorial
services as needed, engage participants in
enrichment activities including 20 hours of
community service, and ensure participants
a practical, supervised internship.

Clarion opted into the 10-month program.
"Clarion requested academic year
students,” said Lynn Hepfl, who serves as the
mentor for the NESA students once they
arrive on campus. “Many students who
come from the Near East and South Asian
have never experienced winter before. It is
difficult for them to adjust if they arrive in
January, so it is better for them to be here
starting in August.”

Eight NESA students arrived for the Fall 2007
semester, two from Egypt, and one each
from Oman, Yeman, Lebanon, Tunisiq,
Pakistan, and India. A second Pakistani
student, who had VISA problems the first
semester, joined the group for the Spring

2008 semester. Three other students assigned

to come to Clarion were unable to do so
because of visa-related issues in the Gaza.

The NESA students go through orientation
with the rest of Clarion’s incoming students
and a separate orientation conducted by
Gant and Hepfl. Hepfl then doubles as
mentor to the students and liaison with

Georgetown, completing all of the
required paperwork for the program, and
making sure the students meet the specific
requirements of the program.

“I make sure they go to classes, have
housing and food arrangements, including
special dietary needs,” said Hepfl. “l work
with some of them on a daily basis and |
want them in here talking fo me. I've
become very close to them. These are top-
notch students, who have applied for and
competed for scholarships to be here. They
are an excellent group and add a lot to
the University.”

The matter of faith had to be addressed. All
of the students are Muslim and were
placed in contact with faculty and staff
members of the same belief. One of the
first things the new students did was fo
reactivate the Muslim Student Association,
which had ceased to function following
the attrition of Muslim students at Clarion.
Under the advisory of Dr. Yasser Ayed,
associate professor of earth science, the
Muslim Student Association has sponsored
several programs to aid others in
understanding Islam, while also
participating in the Interfaith Roundtable
sponsored by the Clarion University
Catholic Campus Ministry.

One of the NESA students, Danish Igbal of
India, will return home with a positive
experience.

“A teacher told me about the NESA
program,” said Igbal. “I had to rush to get
the franscript and statement of purpose
done to apply for the program. My stay has
been very good. My classes and teachers
are very good and | got to know things |
never knew before. There has been good
interaction in the classroom on issues.”




Igbal faced an adjustment in coming to
Clarion, a place he had never heard of
before being assigned. Coming from a small
town in India helped with the adjustment
period.

“I've been away from home for eight years,
so being away was not a problem,” he said.
“This is a good opportunity to be exposed to
new things and it has been a good
experience forme.”

Being paired with a non-international Clarion
University student was also beneficial. "It has
been very helpful,” he evaluated. “| got to
learn the lifestyle by living with a U.S.
student.”

Igbal has been active with the Political
Economy Club and the Muslim Student
Association. ‘I got to know people in a
different way during these activifies,” he said.
“The Muslim Student Association gave us a
way to present our own perspectives to the
rest of campus.”

Gant finds the program a win win situation for
everyone involved. “NESA enhances Clarion
University's mission o internationalize the
campus and promote global competency,”
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“The best way to do this is to recruit
students from around the world.
Participating in NESA has helped Clarion to
recruit some international students that it
otherwise would not have recruited after
9/11. The State Department wants students
from the Near East and South Asia to
become more familiar with American
fradifions and cultures.”

Dr. David Gifford, director of NESA for
Georgetown University, recently visited
Clarion and was pleased with the manner
in which the students had acclimated
themselves to their new environment.

“Clarion University has welcomed and
embraced these students,” said Ganf.
“There has been a positive feedback from
the faculty who had the students in their
classes.”

While the current NESA students will alll
leave at the conclusion of classes in May,
Gant anticipates 14 new students to
replace them in Fall 2008, dependent upon
visa issues.
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