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Connecting Africa and the New World:

Art & History
learning community

Connecting Africa 
and the New World: 
Art and History
 Who is eligible?
The community is not limited to a certain population of  
student. However, students interested in African history,  
art history, African art and those who need to fulfill courses 
in the Black Studies minor or who plan to major in art  
are eligible to participate in the learning community.  
Enrollment is limited to 30 students.

For more information
	 Kimberly J. Verdone 
	 Assistant to the Dean 
	 College of Arts and Sciences 
	 Clarion University of Pennsylvania 
	 840 Wood Street 
	 Clarion, PA 16214-1232

	 814-393-2225 
	 kverdone@clarion.edu

Clarion University is a member of the  
Pennsylvania State System  of Higher Education

It is the policy of Clarion University of Pennsylvania that there shall be equal opportunity in 
all of its educational programs, services, and benefits, and there shall be no discrimination 
with regard to a student’s or prospective student’s race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
disability, age, sexual orientation/affection, veteran status or other classifications that 
are protected under local, state, and federal laws. Direct equal opportunity inquiries to 
Assistant to the President for Social Equity, Clarion University of Pennsylvania, 207 Carrier 
Administration Building, Clarion, PA 16214-1232, 814-393-2109.
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Learning...
and then some
This community will explore key concepts of African 
culture and how they were preserved and transformed  
in the African Diaspora, particularly in African-American 
Culture.Students learn about the formation and 
transformations of African cultures by discovering the 
histories and traditional art of specific African cultures, 
their interactions with each other, and their contacts with 
external cultures, such as those of the Muslim world and 
Europe. Students will learn about the challenges faced 
by people of African descent in preserving, recreating, 
and expanding specific cultural identities into a broader 
African and African-American identity in the New World.

What is a learning community?
A learning community enrolls a group of students into 
linked courses. Courses are linked by a common theme.  
Community-style learning is intended to restructure a 
student’s learning experience and build bonds between 
students, faculty, and university disciplines.

The benefits of taking part in a learning community:

	 •	 small group instruction 
	 •	 integrated curriculum
	 •	 built-in support system to assist students, 
		  both academically and socially 
	 •	 collaboration of faculty 
	 •	 community approach to academics 
	 •	 personalized learning environment

Goals of the program:

	 •	 Foster cross-discipline knowledge
	 •	 Build bridges between students and faculty 
	 •	 Extend learning beyond the classroom
	 •	 Form bonds between students and academic 	 	
		  interests

How do I register for the cluster 
of connecting africa and the  
new world courses?
There are several ways to become enrolled in this program.  
If you received a brochure in the mail, fill out the postage-paid 
postcard on the back and return it to the university. You will be 
notified by the Dean’s Office if you have been accepted into 
the program. At that time, we will register you for the cluster of 
courses. If you are already a Clarion University student, you can 
speak with your academic advisor to register for the cluster of 
courses. You can also inquire with the History Department or the 
Art Department to become a part of this learning community.

ART 215-01 	 African Traditions in Art

HIST 130-01 	 Africa to 1800

These sections of courses are reserved for students accepted 
into the community.

In addition to the two linked courses, students who plan to 
maintain full-time status will need to register for additional 
courses equaling a minimum of 12 credits. Your faculty advisor 
will assist you in selecting additional courses.

I would like to enroll in the Connecting Africa and the 
New World Learning Community.

Name:

Major: 	     
	 o BA        o BFA        o BS

Please indicate if you intend to pursue a minor in 
black studies:

mailing address

Street Address:

PO Box:

City:

State:			                 Zip Code:

E-mail Address:

Phone: 


